12/nEws

The Global Canavian
SEPTEMBER1,2018

Affordable housing: Coun. Bassam wants a referendum

BARRY RUEGER
September1, 2018

Councillor Roger Bassam used the last
District of North Vancouver Council meet-
inghefore the summer topresenta centrel
gmnfmulemmunw
eston added (0 October ballt asking
10 endorse a plan to invest
$150 million to create 1,000 units of afford-
lehousing over the next:

Bassam describes the question as ‘a
test for the community”; a proposal to
“tax the local property owners and invest
that taxin nor-market housing o the ben-
efitof the broader community and families

Oneway the District encourages devel-
‘opers to include non-market housing is by
awarding them density bonuses, which
usually allow added floors or more units

d to the entire
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(CMHC), about one quarter of District resi-

‘community”

are paying “unaffordable” housing costs.
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and pointsout that the last “boom” n rent-

wor
S ‘more height (in new develop-

MulUnit Reside-

and 1980s. MURBs offered investors a
significant tax shelter in exchange for
built

ta responsible way (0 ask this question”,
expressing doubt that there was enough

i propert
Even though CMHC and otherssubse
quently questioned the direct impact of

‘campaign to explain such a complex issue
tovoters.
Murireferred back to the 1996 referen.

reation facilities, which

tioncreated.

barely passed with only 51%of the vote.
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can encourage the construction of more of
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Official Community Plan and the Novem-

question that MURS were an important
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ber 2016 Rental and Housing  component in the recovery in rental con-  to know what the response to this will be

with developers to forgo the payment of  Strategy. 705

i ACS) H ifleftto  ofhisown. “What happensifit fals?”
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non-market housing. taxpayers, will inevitably incur atleasta  have mgm torespond o the excessdemand 20, 2018 general local election ballot: ‘Do
Development Cuet Gitrsss ©CCn - S150milion pricerg onitsown rents.” Bassam ‘North Vancou-
may also e Distri f ver to spend up to $150 Million to create
havea housing. Hisbal- ~ quences of not intervening in the housing  not less than 1000 units of non-market
and infra- Lot quest ‘market are clearly adverse o the commu- sSing to be constructed not later than

for things like road:
structure,

nity well-being, and we should invest in
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